Heavy Tank Platoon

When the war broke out in 1939, many in Britain expected a repeat of the First World War,
with the army joining the French in the trenches. They would build up an unbeatable material
advantage and then smash the German trenches and roll on to Berlin.
The old gang of Swinton, Ricardo, and Wilson who created the diamond-shaped heavy tanks of
the First World War advised the General Staff to request designs for a ‘shelled area’ infantry
tank to lead the breakthrough. The A20 specification called for a modernised version of the old
heavy tank with all-round tracks, shell-proof armour, a field gun in the hull front, and two
pdr guns in side sponsons! The ideal tank for the last war.

Redesign
Immediately work was started on a new version
with lower tracks and more powerful armament
in a conventional turret. This TOG 2 was an
interesting hybrid of the old and the new.
The tank still had no suspension, just like
the original heavy tanks, but used an advanced
electric transmission, while the turret
mounted the brand-new 6 pdr gun.
This armament was deemed too light for such
a big tank, so they fitted the turret of
the Challenger cruiser tank—then being
developed to carry the new 17 pdr anti-tank
gun—producing the TOG 2*.

Design Features
The TOG 2 heavy tank was
used as a test bed for
the turret of the new
Challenger heavy cruiser
tank, producing the
TOG 2*.
The designers of 1941
were used to tiny 2 pdr
ammunition, so they
gave the Challenger tank
two loaders to handle
the much larger 17 pdr
ammunition. While the
result was a huge turret
and an extravagant use
of manpower, it did
allow the big 17 pdr to
maintain a similar rate
of fire to the smaller
guns.

Heavy Tank Platoons are rated as:
Confident Trained

Command TOG 2*
HQ Tank

Platoon
3 TOG 2*............... 435 points
2 TOG 2*............... 290 points
1 TOG 2*............... 145 points

Replacing Standard Equipment
Any British company may replace any Heavy
Armoured Platoon, Armoured Platoon, or
Infantry Tank Platoon taken as a Support
platoon with a Heavy Tank Platoon.
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Heavy Tank Platoon
Companies that cannot take these platoons
as Support platoons, may take a Heavy Tank
Platoon as an additional Support platoon.
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Anti-tank

Firepower

32”/80cm
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13

OQF 17 pdr gun

Equipment and Notes
Co-ax MG, Unreliable, Wide tracks.

3+	No HE, Semi-indirect fire.

With two loaders and plenty of ammunition, the TOG 2* can pump out shots at an incredible rate.

2 pdr

17 pdr

Combat Service
When rumours of the new German Tiger heavy
tank reached British intelligence, the TOG 2*
gained new importance as the only British
design capable of carrying a 17 pdr gun. The
tank was rushed into production and a weak
battalion of two small companies was rushed to
Africa. In typical British fashion, they never
operated as a battalion, being given out in
penny packets to attacks all along the front.

Subaltern

Well-trained and eager for battle, the
heavy tank battalions were ready to engage
the enemy.

Development

Fosters of Lincoln, who had built the heavy
tanks in the First World War, worked with ‘The
Old Gang’ to create a massive 81-tonne tank,
the TOG (short for The Old Gang!). The first
version with sponson-mounted armament wasn’t
finished until after the German Blitzkrieg
demolished the army in France.

Subaltern

The 17 pdr gun in the TOG 2* heavy tank
has ROF 3 as a result of having two
loaders and a plentiful ammunition supply
immediately to hand. With its excellent
anti-tank performance, the TOG 2* is an
outstanding tank killer.

TOG 2* Specifications

ROF 3, Anti-tank 13, semi-indirect fire

Designation: Tank, Heavy, TOG 2*
Crew: 6 (cdr, gnr, ldr (2), dvr, co-dvr)
Weight: 179,200lb/81,284kg
Length: 37’9”/11.50m
Height: 10’/3.05m
Width: 10’3”/3.12m
Armament: 1x OQF 17 pdr anti-tank gun,
1x BESA 7.92mm machine-gun
Ammunition Stowage: Classified
Armour Thickness: 25mm to 75mm
Engine: Paxman-Ricardo 12TP V12 diesel,
3579cu in/59 litre, 600hp
Transmission: Electric
Suspension: Rigid rollers (unsprung)
Maximum Speed: 8.5mph/14km/h
Cross-country Speed: 4mph/6km/h
Road Radius: 50 miles/80km
Vertical Obstacle: 7’/2.1m
Trench Crossing: 21’/6.4m

Heavy TANK PLATOON

TOG 2* Heavy Tank

